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Determined Nation



Dear Friends, 

29 years. It’s not one of the “milestone” anniversaries, but it is definitely worth celebrating. As a group that 
started as a grassroots organization in a storefront back in 1995, the founders of Girls in the Game likely 
weren’t thinking about where they would be in 29 years. Instead they focused on delivering programs that 
offered opportunities for around 100 girls to learn sports and the lessons that come with it. 

Those founders probably never imagined when they held their first Field of Dreams anniversary event in a 
gym, serving hot dogs to people in running shoes, that 29 years later they would welcome more than 500 
guests to the Intercontinental Grand Ballroom on Michigan Avenue. They wouldn’t have imagined 
professional videos, high-caliber honorees, or that, in those 29 years more than 60,000 girls would take part 
in Girls in the Game programs. 

Instead, they focused on the work that was ahead of them with determination. That one word is the very thing 
that can transform an idea into an action that will change lives. And those lives changed aren’t just the ones of 
the girls who have come through programming. It’s the lives of volunteers, Board members, school 
partners, and staff members. Because it takes all of these people to grow something as long-lasting as Girls in 
the Game. It takes not just determination, but a Determined Nation.  

Today, we eagerly look towards the future and let our ideas guide us. We want to continue to create leaders 
in our Determined Nation. Through elementary and middle school, high school and beyond, bringing back 
alumnae to continue to give them opportunities, and looking towards reaching even more girls, Girls in the 
Game believes in the power of girls. We work tirelessly to let girls and young women know they are 
supported, they are the future, and one day, they will be the ones taking the reins to reflect the ever-changing 
needs of girls. 

Our stakeholders, the people at the very heart of our Determined Nation, have worked over the past year to 
develop the road map to help us to grow this nation. This past summer, we entered the first year of our new 
strategic plan that will intentionally guide our work for the next three years. How do you build a Determined 
Nation? By focusing on strengthening our team and creating a culture to better serve girls; by looking at our 
community engagement strategy and focusing efforts on those who need us most; by fostering collaboration 
with external partners to deepen our impact on girls; and by amplifying girls’ voices and allowing their stories 
to be shared. 

We know this work won’t end at the end of the three-year plan, but we also know that these steps will help 
us create an even greater Determined Nation in Chicago and beyond. And with those new leaders being 
developed in that time, who knows where they will take our lessons, our drive and our belief in girls? We are 
incredibly proud to be Co-Chairs of tonight’s event as well as members of the Board of Directors for Girls in 
the Game and part of its Determined Nation. On behalf of our amazing planning committee and our Board, 
thank you all for being here tonight. We also thank all of the participants and families over the years who have 
believed in our mission and helped to empower girls. We hope that you enjoy the night, find some inspiration 
in the words that you hear and join our Determined Nation as we enter our next phase. 

Thank you, 

Crystal Andrews Banks and Norah Larke 
2024 Field of Dreams Co-Chairs 



2024 Field of Dreams Gala 
February 29, 2024 

6:00-7:00pm: Cocktail Reception 

7:15pm: Program Begins 

7:20pm: Welcome to Field of Dreams 

7:30pm: Dinner 

  Salad: 

   Baby Gem Salad, Marinated Heirloom Tomatoes, Shaved Grana Padano, 
   Focaccia Crouton, Basil Scented Buttermilk Caeser Dressing

  Entrée: 

   Thyme Roasted Chicken, Supreme Organnic Parsnip Apple Puree, Wild 
   Mushroom Pan Perdu, Roasted Petite Carrot, Caramelized Honey Thyme Jus
 
    Or 

    Mushroom Filled Ravioli with Wild Mushrooms, Sauteed 
   Zucchini and Madeira Sauce 
   (Vegetarian) 

   Dessert: 

   Chocolate Hazelnut Mousse Bar with Praline Crunch and Toasted Hazelnuts

7:50-8:45pm: Program  

8:00pm: Silent Auction Closes

8:45pm: Thank You & Silent Auction Check-out
 
 A special “High Five” to the amazing Field of Dreams planning committee 

members for planning another much-anticipated event! 

Crystal Andrews Banks (The Kraft Heinz Company) and Norah Larke (Wintrust) 
2024 Event Co-Chairs 

Tanara Boxer | Shannon Coomes | Erin Cullen | Erika Del Guidice | Miral Khairy
Peggy Kusinski | Katie Ramey | Madelyn Ryder 











Sarah Adam
Sarah Adam, a rising star in the sport of wheelchair rugby, is making history in the tough sport known as “Murder 
Ball.” With aspirations to become the first woman to compete in wheelchair rugby at the Paralympic Games for 

Team USA, Adams has already secured her spot on the 2024 USA Wheelchair Rugby Training Squad. She was laud-
ed as one of the top breakout performers on the Road to Paris in 2023.

At the 2023 Parapan American Games, Adam not only became the first woman ever to claim gold in wheelchair 
rugby at the Parapan American Games, but she was one of the top athletes on the court as well. She scored 

second-highest point total of the tournament, and helped guarantee Team USA a coveted spot at the Paris 2024 
Paralympic Games. Adding to her accolades, Adam played a crucial role in her team earning the silver medal at the 
2022 Wheelchair Rugby World  Championship, further solidifying her standing as a formidable force in the sport.

Beyond her athletic endeavors, Adam also works as a professor of Occupational Therapy at Saint Louis University in 
Missouri.

 
Adam’s journey in wheelchair rugby began in 2013 when, as an able-bodied volunteer at a regional para sport 

event, she was introduced to the sport that would later become her passion. A former softball player in high school 
and at Augustana College, Adam’s life took an unexpected turn in 2016 when she was diagnosed with Multiple 

Sclerosis while pursuing her graduate studies at Washington University in St. Louis 



Curtis Granderson, aka “Grandyman”, is a former MLB outfielder and philanthropic leader for several non-profit organizations 
– the Grand Kids Foundation, Grand Giving and Chicago Baseball & Educational Academy. While the three-time MLB All-Star 
and Roberto Clemente Award winner played in many cities throughout his career, he was born and raised in Chicago and it’s 

the city he calls home. His passion for fostering deeper community connections in Chicago, while working to diversify the 
sport, is paving the way for more young kids to learn and grow through baseball.  

In 2007, Curtis established the Grand Kids Foundation, which aids in positive youth development through education, physical 
fitness and nutrition initiatives. In 2013, the organization launched an annual food insecurity campaign and fundraiser, GRAND 

GIVING (grandgiving.org), which has helped supply over 40 million meals to families in need through partnerships with the 
Greater Chicago Food Depository and the Northern Illinois Food Bank.   

In 2014, the University of Illinois at Chicago alum donated $5 million to UIC for enhancements to the athletic training facilities 
and baseball field, where the stadium was re-named Curtis Granderson Stadium. His dedication to providing thousands of 

inner-city kids the opportunity to play ball on a college campus is now made possible through the Chicago Baseball & 
Educational Academy (cbeauic.org) - a Grand Kids Foundation partner.   

In 2020, after a 16-year career, Curtis retired from the game, but remains connected to the sport currently serving as a color 
commentator for TBS Baseball and as the President of The Players Alliance, a non-profit comprised of 150 current and former 

MLB players united to create increased opportunities, inclusion and diversity in the sport of professional baseball.   

To learn more about Curtis Granderson and his philanthropic efforts, visit CurtisGrandersonFoundation.org
 (launching April 2024).

Curtis Granderson



Marianne Markowitz is the President and Chief Executive Officer of First Women’s Bank, the only 
Bank in the country formed to close the gender lending gap and support the women’s economy. 

Previously, Marianne served as Acting Administrator for the US Small Business Administration 
nationally, as Regional Administrator for SBA’s Midwest Region V and as an interim Cabinet 

Member in the Obama administration. Most recently, Marianne was Managing Director at CIBC 
Bank USA, and before her time at the SBA, Marianne served as the CFO for the Obama for America 

2008 presidential campaign and spent more than 17 years in finance and risk management roles 
for leading global institutions in the U.S., U.K., and Switzerland. Marianne received a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Missouri and an MBA from DePaul University. Marianne currently 

serves on the boards of FWB Financial, Inc and First Women’s Bank. Previously she served on the 
Lycée Francaise de Chicago, Family Farmed, Obama for America boards. She is a member of the 

Milken Executive Circle, the Chicago Economic Club, International Women’s Forum (Chicago), The 
Chicago Club and in 2023 was a recipient of Crain’s Chicago Women of Note Award and the 2023 

Athena Award.  

Marianne Markowitz



Jennifer Lynne Williams is a distinguished sports leader known for her transformative impact. On May 2021, she was 
proudly announced as the Chief Development Officer for the USA Basketball Foundation, a role that exemplifies her 

commitment to cultivating a cuture of excellence and progress within the real of basketball. In this capacity, she drives 
the comprehensive growth of the USA Basketball Foundation, pioneering an inclusive fundraising platform. Her 

efforts support diverse national team programs spotlighting women and fostering social responsibility

Notably, on July 20,2022, Williams etched history by securing a monumental $3.5 million donation from the Tull 
Family Foundation. This landmark contribution stands as the largest gift to the USA Basketball Foundation since its 

inception in 2019, marking her prowess in resource mobilization.

With a distinguished career marked by groundbreaking achievements, Williams has consistently elevated the 
organizations she’s been a part of. Named as the Director for Intercollegiate Athletics at Alabama State University 

(ASU) on October 10,2018, she had previously served as the university’s Interim Athletic Director and Deputy Athletic 
Director, driving remarkable success during her tenure. While serving at ASU, the Hornets experienced an 

unprecedented 43 Southwesstern Athletic Conference championships, three consecutive commissioner cups, and 
two conference academic awards for the highest GPA, all under her leadership.

Williams’ journey also saw her contribute significantly to North Carolina A&T State University where she served as the 
Associate Athletic Director for Development and Executive Director for the Aggie Athletic Foundation from 2012 to 
2016. Her pivotal role oversaw all giving initiatives for athletics, and she was instrumental in the institution receiving 

recognition as a model booster organization by the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE).

Jennifer Lynne Williams



 Special Thanks 
Girls in the Game would like to thank the following individuals and organizations whose efforts helped

 contribute to the success of this evening as well as helping us to create Determined Nation over the past 29 
years. Your continued support has allowed Girls in the Game to continue to help girls to 

discover their strength and become changemakers, wherever their lives take them. 

Thank you to the amazing 2024  Field of Dreams Event Co-Chairs and Committee who made this 
event come to life! Your positivity, creativity and dedication make each of you a pleasure to work with. Thank 

you for spending close to a year of your lives to plan this night. Your passion is evident and you are truly 
inspirational. 

 
Co-Chair: Crystal Andrews Banks, The Kraft Heinz Company 

Co-Chair: Norah Larke, Wintrust 

Committee Members:  
Tanara Boxer | Shannon Coomes | Erin Cullen | Erika Del Guidice | Miral Khairy

Peggy Kusinski | Katie Ramey | Madelyn Ryder    

Girls in the Game Board, Auxiliary Board, Staff, Interns, and Volunteers who help Girls in the Game 
achieve its goals every year. Thank you all for your guidance and dedication. Our work isn’t possible without 

each of you. 

Our sponsors and silent auction donors for their commitment to our organization. Your support has 
allowed us to help girls to stay in the game and make an impact on the future of tens of thousands of girls over 

the years.  

 Each of you have played a crucial role in helping us to build Determined Nation with every new year.  

We look forward to seeing all of you in the coming year!



The Hall of Fame

What is the Hall of Fame? 

The Girls in the Game Hall of Fame aims to honor Girls in the Game donors for their generous support 
through rewards and recognition at set giving levels. With personal outreach and increasing incentives that 
grow with gift size, the Hall of Fame celebrates donors as critical members of the Girls in the Game
 community. 

Hall of Fame Benefits 
Joining the Hall of Fame includes perks such as name recognition in our annual report, 
a letter from programming, a tour of our programs, and invitations to special events depending on your level 
of giving.  Hall of Fame levels start at $250. 

The Hall of Fame will relaunch in March 2024. Will you join us? 

A Special Thank You to Last Year’s Top Donors 

Blue Kelly ($10,000 level) 

Anna Haghgooie ($5,000 level)







Girls in the Game thanks our Board

Shahara Byford - Board Vice Chair 
Byford Construction, Inc.
Anna Haghgooie - Vice Chair
Valtruis
LaKeisha Marsh - Secretary 
Akerman LLP
Alyson Miller - Treasurer
Cook Country State Attorney Office
Gina Oka - Member at Large
Illinois Medical Distict Comissions
Michelle Salomon - Member at Large
UChicago Medicine

Crystal Andrews Banks 
The Kraft-Heinz Company

Tanara Boxer

Abby Butkus

Bianca Camarena 
Invenergy
 
Shannon Coomes 
The Hill Group 

Aubrie Corey-Nunez 
Nike 

Erin Cullen 
Turner Construction Company 

Don Dunbar 
The Food Group 

Niamh Fitzgerald 
Principal Financial

Miral Khairy
USG Corporation 

Peggy Kusinski
ESPN 1000

Norah Larke 
Wintrust Financial Corporation 

Meghan Morgan
Girls in the Game

Janette Outlaw 
Interior Investments 
 
Marilynn Preston 
Syndicated Columnist/TV Producer 

Katie Ramey
EY

Nicole Romito 
Private Vista 

Joe Tassone 
Peoples Gas 

Board of Directors Emeritus 
Jill Allread 
Public Communications, Inc. 
 
Jacqueline Loewe  
Sheridan Park Consulting 

M. Catherine Crowley Ryan
Bank of America merrill Lynch

Amy Skeen - President Emeritus

Kathleen Weber, M.D.
Midwest Orthopaedics at Rush



Girls in the Game thanks our Board

WE’RE PROUD TO SPONSOR

Going the extra mile from
less than a mile away

Learn more 
about our role in 
the communities 
we serve.

Banking products provided by Wintrust Financial Corp. banks.

GIRLS IN THE GAME

www.wintrust.com/communityimpact
 





d/b/a in California as Marsh & McLennan Insurance Agency LLC; CA Insurance Lic: 0H18131. 
Copyright © 2024 Marsh & McLennan Agency LLC. All rights reserved. MarshMMA.com

Minimizing risk and 
maximizing health 
nationwide
Marsh McLennan Agency is a proud sponsor of Girls in the Game and celebrate your 
very important work empowering girls and inspiring their confidence and leadership.

Jordan Shea  |  Senior Vice President  |   Jordan.Shea@MarshMMA.com

MarshMMAMidwest.com



KRAFT HEINZ
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT  

THE NEXT GENERATION OF

Women Leaders
At Kraft Heinz we choose to welcome 

everyone at our table. We believe that 
diverse backgrounds and perspectives 
make us stronger, more thoughtful and 
more innovative, which is why we work 

each day to help realize a more  
equitable future for all.



Championing 
Success 
Akerman proudly supports Girls in the Game for its life 
changing mission to educate girls about their inherent 
strength, empower them with skills and confidence,  
and set them on a path of success in all facets of life. 

LaKeisha C. Marsh, Chicago, IL
312 634 5700
lakeisha.marsh@akerman.com

700+ Lawyers, 24 Offices
akerman.com
©2024 Akerman LLP. All rights reserved.

Electri-flex ad  needed 



Congratulations on all that you do for the girls of today to become the Game Changers of tomorrow.

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE 2024 FIELD OF DREAMS • 29th ANNIVERSARY GALA

FERGUSON.COM/FIRE



Reliable has a 
long-standing 

history of 
empowering 
women since 

1920.

The tradition is 
continued with our 

support of Girls in the 
Game!





GIRLS should have the opportunity  
to discover their strengths. 

 
 
 

Hatchell & Associates is a proud supporter of Girls In The Game. 
 
 

www.hatchell.com 



PORTER PIPE 
SUPPORTS GIRLS 

IN THE GAME!

Our full-service approach to partnership helps us redefine what it 
means to be a wholesale supplier of commercial plumbing supplies, 

pipe, valves and fittings, HVACR equipment, and industrial and 
mechanical products. Learn more about how we define 

Partnership with Purpose.

Visit www.crowe.com/disclosure for more information about 
Crowe LLP, its subsidiaries, and Crowe Global. © 2024 Crowe LLP. MOO2403-003BT

Crowe proudly supports  
Girls in the Game.

crowe.com

Smart decisions 
today.
Lasting value 
tomorrow.™



Mchugh Construction/concrete 
ad needed

MBE	/	DBE	/	WBE	Certified
www.taylorelectricco.com

Serving	Chicagoland	for	over	100	years

Mechanical Equipment, Inc. is proud 
to support the Field of Dreams Gala 
again this year. 

We supply, support and service  
the highest quality brands of HVAC  
and plumbing equipment for the 
commercial industry. 

TO LEARN MORE     |     WWW.BUYMEINC.COM     |     800.355.7061

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO THE 2024 FIELD OF DREAMS GALA 
AWARD WINNERS AND GIRLS IN THE 
GAME PARTICIPANTS! 

   

 



Core & Main
ad needed



Escarpita Construction
ad needed

Elite Electric 
ad needed

Thank you for 
your work 
inspiring 

confidence and 
leadership in 

young women.  

page is black and white, 4.25w x 5.5h, no bleed

GLASS SOLUTIONS, INC.  IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF GIRLS IN THE GAME.

gsichicago.com
(630) 532-1234


